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WHAT IS EDMONTON  
DESIGN WEEK?

DECLARE A WEEK FOR DESIGN. UNIFY A CITY.  
THIS IS DESIGN FOR THE MASSES, IN THE BEST WAY.

Taking place from September 22–30, 2017, Edmonton 
Design Week was a 9 day city-wide event celebrating 
design talent and innovation.

For nine days, the public could view and interact with 
installations, workshops, talks, tours, pop-ups, parties 
and exhibitions throughout downtown Edmonton and 
surrounding neighbourhoods.



DIALOG’S INVOLVEMENT

To celebrate Edmonton Design Week, we set up two installations in our studio (City Blocks and Making of the Museum) and 
hosted two events (Open House and City Blocks Party).

All of these installations and events were created with the intention of raising the profile of architecture and design. A vibrant, 
liveable city depends on the creative work of designers, and DIALOG showed how proud we are to be involved in building 
the city of Edmonton.

CIT Y BLOCKS

Play, learn, build and explore your relationship with the 
design of our city. City Blocks was a playful, interactive 
installation bringing to light the overlaying grids that define 
our city. Cubes filled the lobby, representing blocks of 
our city. Visitors could pull them apart, fit the city back 
together or rearrange them to build our city in a new way. 
Thought-provoking questions gave an idea of the design 
thinking that goes into DIALOG projects.



DIALOG’S INVOLVEMENT

OPEN HOUSE

The public was invited inside Edmonton’s most innovative 
multi-disciplinary design firms to get a behind-the-scenes 
look at our projects, process, and people. City Blocks and 
Making of the Museum were open at this time, but we 
added on hosted tours through our studio. DIALOGers 
escorted groups of 3-6 people on 10 minute tours through 
the studio, pointing out our disciplines and explaining how 
we work together.

MAKING OF THE MUSEUM

How can a building express Alberta’s history, landscapes 
and promising potential? 

Explore the design process of the Royal Alberta Museum 
in the studio that created it! A museum-style exhibit took 
visitors through the story of the project and how our 
disciplines came together to design the museum’s new 
downtown home. You could discover behind-the-scenes 
stories, early sketches and models, and hear what the once-
in-a-lifetime project meant to the multi-disciplinary team 
members who devoted more than 10 years to working on it.

CIT Y BLOCKS PRIVATE PART Y

We celebrated the first ever Edmonton Design Week with 
our friends in the design community. Staff were invited 
and encouraged to forward the invite to those in Their 
networks that are passionate about design. Tickets (free!) 
were required.



MEDIA AT TENTION + REACH
Click links to see each media hit
• Metro Edmonton
• Avenue Magazine
• CBC Radio
• Canadian Consulting Engineers
• Canadian Architect
• Canadian Interiors
• Media reach: 150,000+
• Twitter: 22,000+ impressions + 134 engagements  

(link clicks, retweets, likes)

EXHIBIT GUESTS

• Though we didn’t keep track of guests, there were  
a few dozen people every day that showed up to  
peruse the installations.

OPEN HOUSE

• 15+ volunteer DIALOG hosts

• steady stream of people coming in

• great questions from the public

• DIALOGers loved sharing what we do

PRIVATE PART Y

• Over 100 party attendees gathered in our studio

RESULTS

“It was fantastic to see a firm like 
DIALOG trail blazing the way and 
finding interesting ways to engage 
with the community. City Blocks 
showcased new ways for the public  
to think about our city and Making  
of the Museum really allowed the 
public to see all of the details behind 
the scenes, and to learn what goes 
into projects this large.”  
-Moirae Choquette, Organizer  
of Edmonton Design Week (EEDC)

http://http://www.metronews.ca/news/edmonton/2017/09/26/see-the-city-like-a-nerd-design-week-wants-you-to-think-about-how-edmonton-is-built.html
http://http://www.avenueedmonton.com/City-Life/A-Museum-About-A-Museum/
http://http://www.cbc.ca/listen/shows/radio-active/segment/14130899
http://http://www.canadianconsultingengineer.com/companies-people/dialog-opens-doors-edmonton-design-week/1003406133/
http://https://www.canadianarchitect.com/architecture/dialog-edmonton-design-week-2017/1003739788/
http://https://www.canadianinteriors.com/interior-design/dialog-edmonton-design-week-2017/1003741784/

