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DIALOG   IRIS PRIZE

We work in an industry that 
demands a lot of our time—and 
we enjoy it—but it means we don’t 
always have time to tackle design 
challenges outside of our client 
work. Iris Prize provides us with 
the time and resources to take on 
challenges that are meaningful to us 
personally and to our community. 
The Iris Prize demonstrates creativity 
and excellence in the business of 
architecture in Alberta, and advances 
the business interests of architectural 
firms in Alberta and beyond. 

IRIS PRIZE
INTERNAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
All entries include the following:

• Cover Page - The cover page should clearly indicate the 

title of the proposed project and date of submission.

• Table of Contents

• Project Description - Clearly and concisely identify 

the nature and objectives of the proposed project and 

how it relates to the specified field of study. Describe 

the scope of the project and define what the projects 

intends to accomplish.

• Project Method - Outline how you propose to conduct 

your study (e.g. travel, research) including the general 

approach to the collection and analysis of information 

(e.g. photography, sketching, literature review, 

interviews, etc.)

• Project Budget - Outline anticipated costs related 

to undertaking the proposed project. Include a 

breakdown of essential expenses such as travel 

(airfare, food, accommodation), telephone, postage, 

photography, photocopying, supplies, etc.

• Information on the Applicant - Please provide the 

name or names of the applicant(s) in as a separate file 

titled “Applicant Information” and send as a separate 

attachment from the actual submission attachment.

• Outline the time frame and location(s) of the study 

including time allotted for specific project tasks. If 

travel is involved, provide a proposed itinerary.

Open your 
eyes to new 
possibilities 
and look at our 
world through  
a new lens.

CAA BUSINESS AWARDS 2017

The Iris Prize is an internal scholarship 
that includes two weeks of paid leave 
and up to $7,500 to conduct field 
research in an area of personal interest 
relevant to the practice of architecture, 
engineering, interior design, planning, 
urban design, or landscape architecture.

The annual competition is open to all  
DIALOG employees. It fosters curiosity 
and encourages personal development 
while we continue to improve the 
wellbeing of our communities.

After completing their research, the 
recipient(s) tour all of our studios to 
share their learnings, inspire other 
DIALOGers to think outside the box, 
and encourage others to submit 
creative proposals in the following 
year’s competition.

SELECTION COMMIT TEE 

A selection committee reviews all applications and discusses how the research topics will challenge our everyday thinking 

and further the firm and industry. Each year, new members representing a range of disciplines make up the selection 

committee, and the previous year’s recipient(s) are appointed to the committee.
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WHY IT WAS SELECTED
This was an interesting proposal 

because it looks at a part of the 

public realm that is often ignored 

and underappreciated. 

There’s a lot of guidelines 

for streets and above-grade 

design, but no guidelines for 

underground stations. There 

should be since this is an 

important extension of the public 

realm and should tie into the 

neighbourhood. 

It’s a project that can make a big 

impact in the way that city is 

designed. Now is the time since 

the city is expanding subway 

networks.

2018 | Mahsa Shobbar and Sabrina Hoeck | 
Wonder World

SUMMARY FROM THEIR SUBMISSION
Can transit be more than transport? 

Can it be a place to meet? 

A place to relax? 

A place to be proud of? 

Can it be MORE?

The recipients of this year’s Iris Prize, Mahsa Shobbar and Sabrina Hoeck from 

the Vancouver studio, will soon find out the answers to these questions. Their 

submission, Wonder World, proposes to study underground stations, a part of 

the public realm that is often ignored and underappreciated. Wonder World 

explores the idea that while there are guidelines for streets and above-grade 

design, there are none for underground stations. Mahsa and Sabrina will spend 

two weeks studying underground stations in Europe and then create design 

guidelines that can be used by City of Vancouver. 

DIALOG   IRIS PRIZE

PREVIOUS IRIS PRIZE RECIPIENTS

SUBMISSION DEADLINE - MARCH 6, 2018
FOR MORE INFO VISIT DASH/CONTENT/1264

OPEN TO ALL DIALOGERS
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T i m b e r  L A B
Fi e l d  St u d i e S  i n  AdvA n c e d di g i t A l  Wo o d FA b r i c A t i o n

2015 DIALOG IRIS Prize Submission

2015 | Shane Oleksiuk and Ryan McClanaghan | 
Timber Lab: Field Studies in Advanced Digital 
Wood Fabrication
 
WHY IT WAS SELECTED 

“Exciting and sexy.” Those are the words used by Thomas Wu to describe the 

2015 Iris Prize recipient submission.

The ambition of Shane and Ryan’s project is two-fold. Firstly, to expand their 

growing abilities in applied digital design and timber fabrication. Secondly, to 

demonstrate and engage DIALOG in the potential of these tools.

Their research will be conducted in Finland through a program offered by the 

Centre for Advanced Wood Processing (CAWP). During this time, they’ll have 

the opportunity to connect with researchers, manufacturers and builders. The 

program also includes participation at the International Wood Construction 

Conference including visits with designers and builders to completed project sites.

“Shane and Ryan’s idea is 
very different from any 
other Iris Prize submission 
we’ve supported. The idea 
of CNC fabrication and 
parametric design with 
file to factory execution 
isn’t going away—it’s only 
growing. The selection 
committee is excited to 
support this intellectual 
pursuit and looking 
forward to their fall 
presentation.”  
-Donna Clare, Iris Prize  

Selection Committee Member

CAA BUSINESS AWARDS 2017

PREVIOUS IRIS PRIZE RECIPIENTS
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PREVIOUS IRIS PRIZE RECIPIENTS

2018 - Mahsa Shobbar and Sabrina Hoeck - Wonder World

2016/17 - Kevin Dieterman & Michael Zabinski - High Level Line

2015 - Shane Oleksiuk and Ryan McClanaghan - Timber Labs

2014 - Jill Robertson - Participatory Design

2013 - Tristan Truyens - Energy Simulation for Weather Extremes and Future Climate Resiliency

2012 - Kevin King - Placemaking for Places for Making

VIDEO: Learn why Kevin’s proposal was chosen by the Selection Committee: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_ll1KgyLPU

2011 - Holly Arthur and Simon Ellison - Truckin’: Follow the Food

VIDEO: See what the recipients had to say about the Iris Prize process: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbazWgaXxoQ

2010 - Will Craig - Reconciling Madrid’s Open Spaces

VIDEO: A short film by Will Craig summarizing his research: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vJYd5EJuKs

2009 - Paul Backewich - Adaptive Re-Use: Bridging Past and Present

2008 - Kris Lima - The Urban Landscape

VIDEO: See what Kris has to say about his research: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ve_Y58PUsDg

2007 - Joanna Johnston - Breathe in Deeply

2006 - Adrienne Tuer and Joshua Lall - Imagine

2005 - Michael Corpuz - Urban Space

DIALOG   IRIS PRIZE

The Iris Prize has been awarded to individuals and groups across all Canadian studios since 2005. A variety of topics 

spanning all of DIALOG’s disciplines have been explored and shared with the team for inspiration and enlightenment. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_ll1KgyLPU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbazWgaXxoQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vJYd5EJuKs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ve_Y58PUsDg

